
STATEMENT ON MILITARY OPERATION IN KUMBUNGU CONSTITUENCY 

By Ras Mubarak, MP 

Mr. Speaker, I make this statement with a heavy heart. On Saturday, 
3rd March 2018, a contingent of military personnel were at Afa Vile, 
a village in the Dalun Electoral area in my constituency, ostensibly to 
prevent people from polluting the Nawuni River, which is a source of 
water supply to the Tamale metropolis and its environs. 

The Ghana Water Company, Chiefs and opinion leaders from the 
area have had to complain about the activities of sand winning along' 
the banks of the Nawuni River. These complaints eventually 
culminated in persons involved in sand winning to relocate from, 
Nawuni to Afa Vile, a village about 2km from Nawuni River, where 
the military operations took place. 

All of us here in this house, and indeed all well-meaning Ghanaians, 
have a moral duty as citizens, to be at the forefront of the fight 
against persons destroying our water bodies and ecosystem. And on 
the very floor of this parliament, I have raised concerns about the 
dangers the activities of persons engaged in illegal sand winning and 
"galarnsav" generally pose to us, and tomorrow's generation. 

I was therefore relieved when I got reports that persons involved in 
sand winning around the banks of the Nawuni River had moved to 
Afa Vile. 

So it came to me as a shock that a military operation in the 
constituency resulted in the destruction of an excavator, tipper 
trucks and motorbikes. 
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Mr. Speaker, It is important to mention that I am a "barracks boy." I 
started my elementary school at Kamina Barracks, and indeed, in tbe 
mid-90s, I had attem pted to be recruited into the military, but got , ': : 
the misfortune of being disqualified because of my height. I love the i ; Ii! i I :" 



Unfortunately however, the military, as far as the operations in the 
Dalun electoral area is concerned has let me and many well-meaning 
Ghanaians down. Mr. Speaker, you are a tireless advocate for the 
promotion of the the rule of law in this great country. The burning 
down of fourteen tipper trucks, an excavator and motorbikes is an 
egregious violation of the fundamental human rights of the tipper 
truck operators. 

military and have a lot of respect and admiration for our men and 
women in uniform. 
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This House, passed the mining and minerals act, prescribing exactly 
what actions ought to be taken in situations where people mine or 
win sand illegally. 

Mr. Speaker, section 99(5) of ACT 900, provides that, "where a 
person is arrested for an offence under subsection 3 or 4, any 
equipment used in, or associated with the commission of the offence 
shall, regardless of ownership of the equipment or product, be 
seized and kept in the custody of the police." 
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And where a person is convicted under subsections 2,3, or 4, of ,i 

section 99(6) of the ACT, the court "shall, in addition to the penalty 
that it may im pose, order for the forfeiture of any equipment or 
product seized under subsection 5 to the state. 

Mr. Speaker, the ACT further provided that, the Minister for Lands . , 
"shall within 60days after the confiscation of equipment or product,: ;; I 
allocate the equipment or product to the appropriate state 
institution and publish in the gazette the name of the institution to 
which the equipment or product is allocated." 
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Clearly Mr. Speaker, the laws of the land do not prescribe the 
burning down of trucks and other equipments, and the military, 
which I personally hold in high esteem, acted arbitrarily and that 
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must not be acceptable in this current dispensation. 

State actors, especially the military cannot and must not be seen to 
be sidestepping the laws of the land. It sends a very bad signal, that 
we are still stuck in the Stone Age. 

The Northern Region is one of the poorest regions of Ghana. The 
burning down of these trucks and equipment certainly deprives 
some people of their livelihood and further exacerbate the already 
existing poverty in the region. 

I wholeheartedly support every effort to fight illegal mining and sand 
winning. But that fight, must be carried out within the confines of 
our laws. This is an incredibly sensitive issue. May I suggest a visit to 
the site of the operations, for Hon. Members to ascertain for 
themselves what had taken place, and a meeting with the various 
stakeholders 

Finally Mr. Speaker, I pray that, your kind office will direct for an 
immediate investigation into the operation in my constituency, to 
find out whether or not the truckers were actually polluting the river, 
and if not to prescribe appropriate compensations to people whose 
equipments and trucks were torched. 
I thank you Rt. Hon. Speaker 
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